SRS reTy

a

e

2 .-.:" %-::IEII‘ .
e e

,:%

oo

SARAH I.AMBERT
The Enq uirer

MARSHALL TOWNSHIP
—In 2002, alocal company went
bankrupt. Eight years later,local
and federal government agen-

cles are still working to clean up
the mess left behind. |
Environmental Protection
Agency employees have been
working since May 11 to identify
and dispose of corrosive mate-
rials found at the former site of
Midwest Metallurgical Labora-
tory, alocal foundry, or metal-
‘working factory, at 15290 15-Mile
Road in Marshall Townshlp Sev-
eeral EPA workers will continue
the cleanup for about three more
weeks, said Jeff Lippert, an EPA
federal on-scene coordinator.
In order to clean up the mess,
- masked and suited crews from
‘the EPA”have to movethe. .. ..
remammg contal ners to a smgl'e FREA e
ers’ cont_ents consohdate .hke R e e BT : l | R A e PHOTO PROVIDED BY KEITHKIDDER
materials, excavate contami- Environmental Protection Agency renresentatlves were at the site of the former Midwest Metallurglcal
nated soil, and sh1p the contaml- Lahoratory on leay sampling l:he contents of abandoned containers. o e

tieTSlfnd landfills. t. hf d e _ totheaquifers.Notgood” pert said. e R
e process is not cheap, sai _ Alongwith enwronmental | Usually, the EPA does attempt
TriciaEdwards, an EPA on- | concerns, thereareserious  tobill the company. But in thlSp |

scene coordinator. Cleanup w rill
cost federal taxpayers about
$200,000. But local governments
‘will suffer even more. -

human healthrisks, Lippert said. case, “the company is gone —
. Trespasserslooking for a safe  defunct,” Lippert said. “There’s

haven or looking to salvage cop- - noone tohold responsible for the
per wiring could knock over 011 cleanup costs.”_ e

- When the company left, it or other chemicals. Drums of Lippert’s region handles 30
owed the county $300,000 in acidic materials alsocouldsit ~ to 40 similar cases each year in
taxes, said Calhoun County inthe sun too long and begm to  Michigan, Ohio, Illmms Indi-
 Treasurer Ann Rosenbaum. Per- bulge.  ana, Wisconsin and Mm:nesota.
- haps more urgently, it left 400 _ Either scenario mightresult ' Andin Calhoun County, hazard-
'drums of unknown llqulds and inan exploswn and emergency ‘ous waste usually is found at one
chemicals 51ttmg in its aban- ‘evacuations, Lippertsaid. @~ abandoned busmess eachyear, :
doned building., As alarming as the situationis, Rosenbaum said.
The materials were tested for itis not unique,hesaid. = - “Weget referred sites hke this

acidity in October, Lippert said.
Although the EPA hasn’t deter-
mined the contentsofallthe
drums, it has found some materl-
_alstobe highly corrosive.
“This makes me hysterical,”
Rosenbaum said. “You could get
~ allthat stuffinto the groundand
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“It’sexpensivetoremoveand  all across the state,” Edwards
dispose of this stuff, so that’sone said. “All across the country.”
of the ways they (companies) Sarah Lambert canbereached

- save money — by leaving it here at 966-0589 or slambert@gan—
and just c1051ng the doors,” L1p- nett CORL. . v
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